
RICHARD L’ABBÉ
Retired former CEO, Med-Eng

In 1981, Canadian entrepreneur and philanthropist Richard L'Abbé co-founded
Med-Eng Systems Inc. at the age of 24, two years after graduating from the
University of Ottawa with a degree in mechanical engineering. From his initial
position as production manager of the Ottawa-based manufacturer, he quickly
became President and CEO, a position he held until he retired in late
2005. Under his leadership, Med-Eng became a major international player in the
field of explosive ordnance disposal equipment.
Med-Eng held over 80% of the global market share in bomb disposal suits, had
signed contracts in some 120 countries, and had become a world leader in
electronic countermeasures.
L’Abbé was the first civilian to receive the Distinguished Service Award from the
International Association of Bomb Technicians and Investigators. Under his
leadership, Med-Eng has won the coveted Canada Export Award three times for
its Exporting accomplishments, and was a Platinum member of Canada’s 50
Best Managed Companies. In 2003, L’Abbé was named CEO of the Year by the
Ottawa Business Journal and in 2008, he was recognized as Business Person of
the Year by the Canadian Venture Capital and Private Equity Association.
Richard L’Abbé served on many community Boards including, la Cité Collégiale,
the Board of Governors of the University of Ottawa and the University of Ottawa
Heart Institute. In 2013, his alma mater selected him to receive the
prestigious Méritas Tabaret Award in recognition of his dedication to the
University, the Community, and his philanthropic activities. In 2016, he was
awarded an Honorary Doctorate from the University of Ottawa.
In 2017, he became a Fellow of the Canadian Academy of Engineering.
And in 2020, received the U.S. Navy’s prestigious Navy Distinguished Public
Service Award, the highest recognition that the Secretary of the Navy may pay to
a civilian not employed by the Department of the Navy.

If you had one (or a few) piece(s )of advice for a high 
school  level entrepreneur, what would it be? 

“Your first attempt at Entrepreneurship may be successful, or it may not. If it 
isn’t, don’t be discouraged. Try, try again. Successful companies were very rarely 

built overnight, and business experience is acquired over many years of hard 
work. ” – Richard

JA Ottawa’s pitch competition, Pitch It to Win It!
Saturday May 1st, 2021, 12:00-2:45PM EDT.

Register here

med-eng.com

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/onfe-ja-ottawa-pitch-it-to-win-it-trade-show-networking-registration-150575133277?aff=ONFE
http://www.med-eng.com/

